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 Memorandu         
 

   
  
 

TO: Water Resources Committee 

FROM: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director, SLDMWA 

DATE: May 13, 2019 

RE: Water Resources Committee to Consider Recommendation to the Board of 
Directors to Adopt Resolution Delegating to Executive Director Authority to 
Engage on Legislation in a Manner Consistent with Board Adopted Legislative 
Goals and Objectives 

  

Issue for Decision 
Whether the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (Water Authority) Water Resources 
Committee should recommend that the Water Authority Board of Directors adopt the enclosed 
resolution delegating to the Executive Director Authority to Engage on Legislation in a Manner 
Consistent with Board Adopted Legislative Goals and Objectives. 

Background 
In order to more timely engage with developing legislative initiatives that may impact the 
Water Authority or its member agencies, staff recommends that the Water Resources 
Committee recommend that the Board adopt the attached resolution (Attachment 1). This 
resolution would delegate to the Executive Director the ability to take actions consistent with 
the Board adopted Legislative Goals and Objectives. Importantly, the adoption of a support or 
endorse position on legislation would still require a vote of 85 percent of the Board per the JPA 
Agreement, but adoption of this delegation of authority would provide the Executive Director 
the flexibility to engage in legislative activity short of endorsement without convening a Board 
meeting. Legislative engagement under this delegation of authority would be informed by 
informal consultation of a Director from each Division, in addition to the Chairs of the Water 
Resources and Finance Committees. 
 
A number of pieces of legislation are introduced each year in the California Legislature and the 
United States Congress that could impact Water Authority Board Adopted Legislative Goals and 
Objectives, as well as impact Water Authority and/or member agency projects and priorities. 
Being able to provide timely engagement to legislative initiatives is important to the 
advancement of the following Water Authority Strategic Plan Goals: 
 

 Goal Area 1. Optimize Water Supplies, 

 Goal Area 2. Improve Governance and Policy Direction, and  
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 Goal Area 6. Effective Communication and Engagement with Key Parties 
 
Section 12 of the Water Authority Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement (JPA Agreement) states 
that “Except as otherwise provided herein or by law, the vote of a majority of all the Directors 
present shall be required for the Authority to take action, except that the Authority shall not 
endorse or otherwise support any legislation or participate in any lawsuits, or administrative 
proceedings or other similar proceedings (except to defend the Authority) except upon the vote 
of 85% of the Directors present.”  
 
Since legislative initiatives may be introduced and/or action on them may occur more rapidly 
than regular Water Authority scheduled Board and/or Committee meetings or even noticed 
Special Meetings of the Board, it is likely to be beneficial for the Water Authority to adopt a 
more flexible legislative engagement policy for staff, specifically for actions short of official 
support or endorsement positions, which would require a vote of the Board per the JPA 
Agreement. Examples of such engagement could, but are not limited to: 1) providing a quote 
pointing out positive or negative impacts of legislation to the Water Authority for press 
engagement, 2) participation in a press conference introducing legislation that would 
beneficially benefit Water Authority adopted priorities, or 3) suggest changes in legislative 
language prior to bill introduction consistent to accomplish Board adopted Legislative Goals and 
Objectives. All activities conducted by staff would advance the Board adopted Legislative Goals 
and Objectives. 
 
Section 13 of the Water Authority Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement states, “All the power 
and authority of the Authority will be exercised by the Board, subject however, to the rights 
reserved by the Members as herein set forth; provided, however, that the Board may delegate 
such powers and authority to the Executive Director as the Board may determine by motion, 
resolution or ordinance. The Board may also appoint and delegate such powers and authority 
to advisory or subcommittees as the Board may determine by motion, resolution or ordinance.” 
 
The enclosed resolution provides delegation of authority from the Board to the Executive 
Director to engage in legislative action consistent with Board adopted Legislative Goals and 
Objectives.  

Conclusion and Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Water Resources Committee recommend that the Water Authority 
Board of Directors adopt the enclosed resolution delegating to the Executive Director authority 
to engage on legislation in a manner consistent with Board adopted Legislative Goals and 
Objectives. 



 

SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___ 

RESOLUTION DELEGATING TO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AUTHORITY TO 
ENGAGE IN LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS CONSISTENT WITH BOARD ADOPTED 

LEGISLATIVE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

WHEREAS, the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (the “Authority”) is a joint 
powers agency organized under Section 6500, et seq., of the Government Code of the State of 
California and, as such, is a public entity. 

WHEREAS, the Executive Director of the Authority is responsible for recommending, 
overseeing, and implementing activities related to legislation and policy, consistent with Board 
Adopted Legislative Goals and Objectives, which activities may include internal and external 
communication regarding the impact of legislation on the Authority and its member agencies.  

WHEREAS, the Water Resources Committee recommends that in the interest of efficient 
participation in legislation and policy-making, it is desirable for the Board to delegate to the 
Executive Director authority to engage in internal and external communication regarding the 
impact of legislation on the Authority and its member agencies, and authority to engage in drafting 
and proposing amendments to legislation, consistent with Board Adopted Legislative Goals and 
Objectives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The facts stated in the recitals above are true and correct, and the Board so 
finds and determines. 

Section 2. The Board hereby approves that in the interest of efficient participation in 
legislation and policy-making, it is desirable for the Board to delegate to the Executive Director 
authority to engage in internal and external communication regarding the impact of legislation on 
the Authority and its member agencies, and authority to engage in drafting and proposing 
amendments to legislation, consistent with Board Adopted Legislative Goals and Objectives. 

Section 3. The authority conferred by this Resolution shall remain in effect from year 
to year, until and unless it is revoked or modified by the Board. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of May, 2019. 

 
_______________________________ 

Cannon Michael, Chairman 
 

Attest: 



 

 
__________________________ 
Federico Barajas, Secretary 
 

***** 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the Board 

of Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority at a regular meeting thereof held 
on the ___ day of May, 2019. 

 
 

_____________________________ 
Federico Barajas, Secretary 


